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In our Mission Statement, Scoil Mhuire Fatima states that: "We

aim to helg. our pupils to begin to develop their full potential in a
happy, caring and Christian atmesphere as envisaged by Edmund

Rice.”

Introduction:

The committee feels that this policy will be effective only if it is implemented
through a partnership of the whole school community.

The committee acknowledges that there are supports and procedures already in
current school practice, that will be relevant to the policy content.

For the purpose of our policy we define a drug as any substance which
changes the normal bodily functions physically, mentally, emotionally or
socially.

Rationale for having a Policy:

e The school in conjunction with the parents and the wider community sees itself
as having an important role to play in drugs education (both legal and illegal)

e We feel the need to implement a clearly stated policy that is known to all, and
that reflects the ethos of the school and its community.

e Having a policy allows for a measured and considered response if or when an
accident occurs.

e Research has shown that drug prevention is more effective where a school uses
a combination of classroom education and a clearly stated policy.

Main aspects of the policy

1. Drug Education

2. Managing Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug related incidents

3. Training and Staff development .
4. Monitoring, Review and Evaluation.



1. Drug Education:

The aim of the drug education programme in the school is:

e To provide the pupils with a broad range of life skills that will enable the
pupil to make informed, healthy and responsible choices.

¢ To build up self-esteem and confidence.

* To provide suitable age-appropriate information on drugs.

For pupils the drug education programme is set within the context of the
Social, Personal and Health Education programme currently in place in the

school. The Walk Tall programme for the prevention of Substance Misuse is
central to the drug education programme in the school.

The Home/School/Community Liaison Scheme will facilitate parents in their

quest for Education, Information or Training Programmes. This may be done

on an ongoing basis through:

¢ Courses aimed at long term prevention of drug and alcohol misuse by
improving family communication and enhancing self-esteem

¢ Drug awareness and information sessions for parents in co-operation with
the Community Garda and Cork Local Drugs Task Force (Hillgrove
Outreach Project) :

¢ Workshops on drug awareness for Parents, Staff and Pupils

¢ Invited speakers

¢ Information, support from the Southern Health Board

¢ Videos, leaﬂetsjbooks to be made available

¢ Advertising- notice of relevant courses to be displayed in school and
distributed to children.






